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"Three Stories"

connecting the 
dots 'only 

looking 
backward, 

cannot look 
forward'

Reed 
College

6 months in 
school then 
drop out

18 months 
as a "drop 

in"

Birth 
Mother

Young
Unwed

Graduate 
Student

Adoption 
Criteria

Educated 
and 

Successful

Lawyer and 
wife

Wanted a 
girl instead

Actual 
Adoptive 
Parents

Working 
class

not college 
educated

resisted 
placement 
with 2nd 
parents Agreed if 

promise 
made to 

send Steve 
to college

slept on 
friends 
floors

turned in 
Coke 

bottles for 
deposits

ate one 
good meal a 
week with 
Krishna's,7 
mile walk

Learned 
typography

designed in 
MAC

Love and Loss

Got Fired

public 
failure

Loved what 
I did

Started 
over

Founded 
Pixar

returned to 
apple

Death

Remembering 
that you are 
going to die

Forces 
meaningful 

choices

Diagnosed 
with 

pancreatic 
cancer

No one 
wants to 

die

Death is 
what we all 

share

Death is 
best 

invention 
of life

your time 
is limited 

live you 
own inner 

voice

Whole Life 
Catalog

made with 
paper 

cutout and 
Polaroid 
camera 
shots

idealistic
overflowing 
with great 

ideas

then a final 
issue

 back cover 
message

stay 
hungry 

stay foolish

I wished 
that for 
myself

I wish it for 
you.
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